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(b) No effect on preclearance or other require-
ments under Voting Rights Act

The approval by the Administrator or the
Commission of a payment or grant application
under subchapter I or subchapter II of this chap-
ter, or any other action taken by the Commis-
sion or a State under such subchapter, shall not
be considered to have any effect on require-
ments for preclearance under section 5 of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 1973c) or any
other requirements of such Act [42 U.S.C. 1973 et
seq.].

(Pub. L. 107-252, title IX, §906, Oct. 29, 2002, 116
Stat. 1729.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The National Voter Registration Act of 1993, referred
to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 103-31, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat.
77, as amended, which is classified principally to sub-
chapter I-H (§1973gg et seq.) of chapter 20 of this title.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 1971 of this title
and Tables.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965, referred to in subsecs.
(a)(1) and (b), is Pub. L. 89-110, Aug. 6, 1965, 79 Stat. 437,
as amended, which is classified generally to sub-
chapters I-A (§1973 et seq.), I-B (§1973aa et seq.), and
I-C (§1973bb et seq.) of chapter 20 of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short
Title note set out under section 1971 of this title and
Tables.

The Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handi-
capped Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(2), is Pub. L.
98-435, Sept. 28, 1984, 98 Stat. 1678, as amended, which is
classified generally to subchapter I-F (§1973ee et seq.)
of chapter 20 of this title. For complete classification
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out
under section 1971 of this title and Tables.

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vot-
ing Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(3), is Pub. L. 99-410,
Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 924, as amended, which is classi-
fied principally to subchapter I-G (§1973ff et seq.) of
chapter 20 of this title. For complete classification of
this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1986 Amend-
ment note set out under section 1971 of this title and
Tables.

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, referred
to in subsec. (a)(5), is Pub. L. 101-336, July 26, 1990, 104
Stat. 327, as amended, which is classified principally to
chapter 126 (§12101 et seq.) of this title. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title
note set out under section 12101 of this title and Tables.

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, referred to in subsec.
(a)(6), is Pub. L. 93-112, Sept. 26, 1973, 87 Stat. 355, as
amended, which is classified generally to chapter 16
(§701 et seq.) of Title 29, Labor. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set
out under section 701 of Title 29 and Tables.
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§15601. Findings

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) 2,100,146 persons were incarcerated in the
United States at the end of 2001: 1,324,465 in
Federal and State prisons and 631,240 in coun-
ty and local jails. In 1999, there were more
than 10,000,000 separate admissions to and dis-
charges from prisons and jails.

(2) Insufficient research has been conducted
and insufficient data reported on the extent of
prison rape. However, experts have conserv-
atively estimated that at least 13 percent of
the inmates in the United States have been
sexually assaulted in prison. Many inmates
have suffered repeated assaults. Under this es-
timate, nearly 200,000 inmates now incarcer-
ated have been or will be the victims of prison
rape. The total number of inmates who have
been sexually assaulted in the past 20 years
likely exceeds 1,000,000.

(3) Inmates with mental illness are at in-
creased risk of sexual victimization. America’s
jails and prisons house more mentally ill indi-
viduals than all of the Nation’s psychiatric
hospitals combined. As many as 16 percent of
inmates in State prisons and jails, and 7 per-
cent of Federal inmates, suffer from mental
illness.

(4) Young first-time offenders are at in-
creased risk of sexual victimization. Juveniles
are 5 times more likely to be sexually as-
saulted in adult rather than juvenile facili-
ties—often within the first 48 hours of incar-
ceration.

(5) Most prison staff are not adequately
trained or prepared to prevent, report, or treat
inmate sexual assaults.
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